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M. G. McGrath, Inc.

1387 East Cope Avenue, Maplewood, MN 55109 

p: 651.704.0300 | f: 651.704.9989 | www.mgmcgrath.com

April 15, 2022 

City of Maplewood Planning Commission and City Council 
1902 County Road B East 
Maplewood, MN 55109 

RE: Conditional Use or PUD Application - Revision Request 

To Whom It May Concern: 

MG McGrath would like to request a revision to the previously issued Conditional Use Permit. 
We request an allowance for use of outdoor storage of materials or equipment in an orderly 
and secured fashion, so as not to be visible from Hwy 36.  

In addition to this request to revise the current Conditional Use Permit, we are submitting a 
Variance Request to the City requesting approval to install additional parking and a fence on 
the Cope Avenue side of the lot. Ideally, we would complete this project in conjunction with the 
scheduled Cope Ave road construction, so as to reduce interruptions. If approved, these 
additional parking spaces would remove the need for the previous Parking Reduction 
Authorization approved by the City. 

Approval of this revision request will allow MG McGrath to continue operating our business in a 
safe and orderly fashion and therefore continue to positively contribute to the community and 
City of Maplewood. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely: 

Tim Sauro 
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M. G. McGrath, Inc.
1387 East Cope Avenue, Maplewood, MN 55109

p: 651.704.0300 | f: 651.704.9989 | www.mgmcgrath.com

April 15, 2022

City of Maplewood Planning Commission and City Council
1902 County Road B East
Maplewood, MN 55109

To Whom It May Concern:

Additional language in response to Proposed Use of Property on MG McGrath’s Inc. 
Conditional Use Application:

1. Allowance for use of outdoor storage of materials or equipment in an orderly and 
secured fashion, so as not to be visible from Hwy 36. 

2. Add additional parking spaces at south end of property, therefore reducing need for the 
previous Parking Reduction Authorization.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tim Sauro
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To:
City of Maplewood Planning Commission and City Council.

 MG McGrath would like to add 16 parking stalls at the front of our building.
We would like to do this in conjunction with the street work on Cope Ave that
is being done this summer. We are also looking into adding a fence to the front
of the property to protect the sidewalk traffic from the parked cars. We understand
that we will need to relocate or replace the trees in the front that will be removed.
McGrath will work with the city to come up with a plan for the new tree locations.

We are asking for a zoning code variance to install the curb as close to the property 
line as possible. Currently drawn at 2'-0". This will look similar to the property to 
the East with parking at or beyond the property line.


MG McGrath is looking forward to working with the city to come up with an agreeable
solution to allow us to add this parking. 

Sincerely:

Tim Sauro
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Engineering Plan Review 
 
Project:   1387 Cope Avenue Parking Lot Expansion 
  
Project No:   22-15 
 
Comments by:  Tyler Strong – Civil Engineer I 
 
Date:   4/27/2022 
 
Plan set: Civil Plans dated: No date provided, see 21-28 folder for reviewed 

drawings 
 
Reports:  None 
            
The applicant is proposing to add additional parking at 1387 Cope Avenue.  The applicant is 
requesting a review of the current design. 
 
As the amount of disturbance on this site is less than 0.5 acre and the project will create less 
than 5,000 square feet of new impervious surface, the applicant is not required to meet the 
City’s stormwater quality requirements.  
 
This review does not constitute a final review of the plans, as the applicant will need to submit 
construction documents for final review. The following are engineering review comments on the 
provided design and act as conditions prior to issuing permits. 

Cope Avenue Improvements, City Project 21-06, will be taking place during the summer/fall of 
2022.  The City Project Manager will work with MG McGrath on implementing the parking lot 
design to fit the new street project layout. 

Drainage and Stormwater Management 
 
1) Indicate whether any storm sewer pipe/structures are proposed with the design of the 

new parking area. 
 
Grading and Erosion Control 

 
2) Provide grading/erosion control plan sheets for the new parking area. 

a. Maximum earth grade 3:1 (H:V, 4:1 encouraged for ease of mowing) 
b. Minimum earth grade 2.0% 
c. Minimum bituminous pavement grade 1.0% 
d. Minimum concrete curbing grade 0.5%   (1.0% + encouraged) 

 
3) Inlet protection devices shall be installed on all existing and proposed onsite storm 

sewer until all exposed soils onsite are stabilized.  
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4) Adjacent streets and parking areas shall be swept as needed to keep the pavement 

clear of sediment and construction debris. 
 

5) All pedestrian facilities shall be ADA compliant.  
 

6) A copy of the project SWPPP and NDPES Permit shall be submitted prior to the 
issuance of a grading permit.  
 

7) The total grading volume (cut/fill) shall be noted on the plans. 
 
Sanitary Sewer and Water Service 

 
 
 

Other 
 

8) The applicant shall satisfy the requirements of all other permitting agencies. Please 
provide copies of other required permits and approvals. 
 

9) All construction work shall take place during city approved working hours 7AM – 7PM. 
 
Public Works Permits 
 
The following permits are required by the Public Works Department for this project. The 
applicant should verify the need for other City permits with the Building Department. 

 
10) Grading and erosion control permit 

 
11) Storm Sewer Permit (if proposing additional storm sewer pipe/structures with parking lot) 

 
12) Parking Lot/Paving Permit 

 
- END COMMENTS - 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
MAPLEWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION 

7:00 P.M. Tuesday, May 17, 2022 
City Hall, Council Chambers 
1830 County Road B East 

 
E. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

2. Conditional Use Permit Amendment and Setback Variance Resolution MG 
McGrath Inc., 1387 Cope Ave East 

 
Michael Martin, Assistant Community Development Director, gave the report on the 
Conditional Use Permit Amendment and Setback Variance Resolution for MG McGrath Inc., 
1387 Cope Ave East and answered questions of the commission. 
 
Chairperson Arbuckle opened the public hearing. 
 
Applicant, Tim Sauro of MG McGrath Inc., 1387 Cope Ave East, addressed and answered 
questions of the commission. 
 
Chairperson Arbuckle closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Desai moved to approve a resolution for a conditional use permit amendment 
and setback variance permitting exterior storage and a parking lot expansion for MG 
McGrath Inc.’s property located at 1387 Cope Ave East. 
 
Seconded by Commissioner Ige.    Ayes – Arbuckle, Dahm,  
         Desai, Ige, Yang 
 
        Nay - Eads 
 
  
The motion passed. 
 
Commissioner Eads stated he was uncomfortable with the amount of exterior storage here. 
He felt the parking lot extension seemed to be pretty minor input for the employees 
satisfaction verses what they have worked out with the other business during the day. He 
disapproves the need for more asphalt and tree removal and other environmental concerns. 
 
This item will go to the city council on June 13, 2022. 
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